
 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR COPELAND 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Copeland held on 
Monday, 12 September 2022 at Cleator Moor Civic Hall at 10.15 am 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr K Hitchen (Chair) 
 

Mr MS Barbour 
Mr AWC Lamb 
Mr FI Morgan 
Mr GRPM Roberts 
Mr DE Southward 
 

Mr CP Turner 
Mr CJ Whiteside 
Mrs EL Williamson 
Mr AW Wonnacott 
 

  
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Team Leader 
Mr M Taylor - Local Area Network Manager (Copeland) 
Ms L Shaw - Area Manager - Allerdale/Copeland 
Mr A Farrar - Democratic Services Officer 
Mrs G Ternent - Public Health Locality Manager - Copeland 
Mr B Lawson - Senior Manager - (Development) Active Cumbria 
Ms L Thorburn - Area Planning Manager - Allerdale/Copeland 
 
  

PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 

 

A minute's silence was observed upon the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
 
29 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
An apology for absence was received from Mr M Hawkins and Mr D Wilson. 
 
30 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Mr G Roberts declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of Whitehaven Town 
Council. 
 
31 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from the meeting during 

consideration of any item on the agenda. 
 
32 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There was no public participation received for this meeting. 



 

 

 
33 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
With regards to Page 10, Minute 22, Consultation on Potential Change of Age 
Range to St Bees Village Primary School, 4th paragraph it was agreed to amend “A 
question was raised by the Local Member for Cleator Moor East” to “A question was 
raised by the Local Member for Cleator Moor West”. 
 
RESOLVED, that subject to the amendment above, the minutes of the meeting held 
on 20 July 2022 be agreed as a correct record. 
 
34 ACTIVE CUMBRIA PRESENTATION 
 
Members received a presentation from the Senior Manager (Development) for 
Active Cumbria part of the Council’s Public Health which provided a brief update on 
key programmes and services being delivered in Copeland.  The update included, 
Street Tag, Park Play, Active Start, Ramblers Wellbeing Walks and Active Travel 
and Bikeability.  The presentation also highlighted some local projects that had been 
funded by the Tackling Inequalities Fund (TIF) and Together Fund (TF) awards.  
Details of a new programme titled Live Longer Better in Cumbria would also be 
shared as part of the presentation. 
 
The Local Member for Egremont North and St Bees commented on the changes 
that would happen with LGR and how that would affect Active Cumbria. 
 
The Senior Manager (Development) Active Cumbria noted that Active Cumbria was 
funded through the National Lottery via Sport England and a requirement of the 
funding was that the unit remained together.  It was hoped that there would be a 
Shared Service Agreement between the unitary authorities. 
 
The Local Member for Kells and Sandwith remarked that Cumberland Council was 
committed to Active Cumbria and it was hoped it would be a hosted service. 
 
The Local Member for Cleator Moor West suggested that Ramblers Wellbeing 
Walks link with Parish and Town Councils for environmental issues and to ensure 
that the Public Footpath Network was walked.    
 
The Senior Manager (Development) Active Cumbria thanked the Local Member for 
their suggestion and commented that Street Tag would benefit as well. 
 
The Chair remarked on reconditioning for older people.  He explained he had not 
found GP surgeries very helpful and had attended 2 Health MoTs, one in Seascale 
and one in Whitehaven Library which had been very useful.  
 
The Senior Manager (Development) Active Cumbria noted that deconditioning was 
a recognised syndrome and that it was important for connection between health 
colleagues and settings.  The Reconditioning fund that would be launched on 24 
November 2022 had £250,000 and it was important to note that any deployment of 
funds would be community led. 
 



 

 

The Local Member for Kells and Sandwith remarked about care leavers and asked if 
any work was targeted for this group. 
 
The Senior Manager (Development) Active Cumbria noted that a recent project to 
the Tackling Inequalities Fund had allowed investment to provide leisure 
membership.  This had started in July so no data was available at this moment but 
he would collate data and circulate. 
 
The Local Member for Cleator Moor East and Frizington noted that Copeland had 
seen the arrival of asylum seekers and refugees and what opportunities were 
available for integration. 
 
The Senior Manager (Development) Active Cumbria commented that this work had 
already begun with the arrival of Syrian refugees and that there was a funding 
package that would assist. 
 
The Chair thanked the Senior Manager (Development) Active Cumbria for his 
presentation and noted he was a supporter of Active Cumbria and that West 
Cumbria had become a physically active area. 
 
35 HIGHWAYS DELIVERY PROGRAMME UPDATE 2022/23 
 
The Local Area Network Manager presented a report updating members on the 
current in year highways delivery works programme and detailed work completed to 
date and work remaining for the rest of the year. 
 
Members noted that Appendix 1 of the report laid out the highways budget splits for 
Copeland in the current financial year and Appendix 2 was a set of plans for the 
surfacing beds to be carried out by external contractors in the current financial year. 
The Officer reported that Revenue works were not included in the report but would 
be presented to members once top slicing had been completed.  The Committee 
were informed that weed spraying was carried out by an external contractor and 
three of the four scheduled weed sprays had been completed with the final spray 
scheduled for the end of September.  It was explained that verge maintenance 
would continue until the Autumn. 
 
The Local Member for Cleator Moor East and Frizington commented about School 
Crossing Patrols and a review regarding locations and suitability.  He felt it would 
best if this review was completed before March 2023. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager noted that this work would fall under the remit of 
the Area Manager. 
 
The Chair requested that officers produce a report on School Crossing Patrols. 
 
The Local Member for Egremont North and St Bees and the Local Member for 
Egremont raised a request from Egremont Town Council about a road closure for 
the Christmas Lights event.  A round table discussion then took place and it was 
agreed that with the road closure would be applied for in the normal manner but the 
costs of providing the closure would be put to the grants panel. 



 

 

 
The Local Member for Egremont congratulated Andy Brown and his team and in 
particular Alex Denton for their work on Middlebank Suspension Bridge. 
 
The Local Member for Cleator Moor West requested an update on public 
participation for current TRO’s and who received responses after the public 
participation. He also requested that an update on Leconfield Phase 3 planning 
applications and their effect on the Cleator Moor Town Bid be provided at the 
Highways and Transport Working Group. 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader – Copeland noted that the remaining TROs 
would be advertised 21 September and the final decision would be made at the 
meeting of the Local Committee in November.  He advised that the Legal team had 
placed a deadline of December to advertise. 
 
The Local Member for Egremont North and St Bees welcomed the A595 work at St 
Bees and asked if Highways England had published their press release on the work. 
 
The Local Area Network Manager confirmed that the press release had been 
published in July and noted that the local press had not reported on the matter. 
 
The Chair thanked the Local Area Network Manager for his report. 
 
36 AREA MANAGER REPORT 
 
Members received a report that provided an update on the activity undertaken by 
the Community Development and Public Health Team since the last meeting of the 
Committee.   
 
The Area Manager updated members on Egremont Borderlands, the building works 
currently ongoing at the Millom Community Hub and work undertaken and events 
attended by the team on targeting local issues to address anti-social behaviour.  It 
was noted that the Team, together with HAWCs, had attended a successful social 
prescribing health and wellbeing festival, providing an opportunity for the community 
to come together for family fun whilst connecting with over 25 local groups offering 
health and wellbeing support.  Copeland Borough Council’s Social Prescribing 
Team would be holding a series of drop-in sessions in libraries across Copeland to 
help residents connect with groups, activities and/or services. 
 
Members were updated on the Digital Inclusion Project, work undertaken by the 
Team on  social media and received a library update.  Members noted the 
partnership working that was taking place between libraries and the public health 
teams.  It was reported that the current library in Millom would be closed towards the 
end of September in order for the physical move of services to the Millom Hub 
building.  The new library was expected to be open at the end of October 2022.  
Sellafield Ltd and the Council had invested jointly in the refurbishment of the Hub 
and it would be a more modern and energy efficient building with a range of public 
services. 
 



 

 

Members were given public health and adult learning updates and a verbal report on 
the latest covid figures.  The Local Member for Cleator Moor East and Frizington 
remarked that although it was good to see a decline in positive Covid cases but as 
testing had reduced he suggested a better metric would be hospitalisations. 
 
The Public Health Locality Manager noted that there was less data in the public 
domain and the return of schools and vaccination programme may have an impact.  
It was hoped that the vaccination programme would have a good uptake. 
 
The Local Member for Kells and Sandwith noted there would be a Warm Hub in 
Millom and it was suggested that this Hub would do more, for example, Health 
MOTs , flu jabs and availability of a warm meal. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the Cost of Living crisis.  It was agreed that 
sustainable food was important and members felt that any help should not be a 
“sticking plaster” solution.  The Committee discussed the reduction of  energy 
consumption in order to reducing energy bills. 
 
To conclude, the Area Manager informed members of the new funding streams 
available, the budget allocations of those given to Copeland and engagement 
sessions that had taken place across Copeland on the Cumberland Council Plan. 
 
The Chair thanked the Community Development Team for a fantastic job and in 
particular their promptness with the books of condolence for Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II.  The Chair thanked the Area Manager for her report. 
 
37 INVEST IN OUR COMMUNITIES 
 
Members received a report that presented grant applications in excess of £5,000 for 
consideration and approval from the 2022-23 budget.  The grant applications under 
£5,000 were also included for information where funding had previously been 
awarded to the applying organisation which would take the full amount applied for 
over £5,000.  The report also presented any proposals from the Environment Fund, 
regardless of the amount and the current budget position as at 31 July 2022 at 
Appendix 1. 
 
It was reported that  the Grants Panel had  recommended the award of a grant of 
£11,040 to Pause from general provision to fund a peripatetic Pause Practitioner for 
18 months.  It was noted that the Pause service worked with women who had 
experienced or were at risk of repeated pregnancies that resulted in children being  
removed from their care. 
 
It was noted that at the Local Committee meeting in November 2021, members had 
agreed to fund Age UK £16,073 from the COMFHC fund, but this commitment had 
been omitted from the minutes of the meeting. 
 
A grant amendment, outlined in the report, was noted. 
 
RESOLVED, that 
 



 

 

(1) the report be noted; 
 

(2) the award of the grant of £11,040 to Pause be ratified. 
 
(3) the previous agreement to fund Age UK a grant of £16,073 be noted. 

 
38 COPELAND CHAMPIONS UPDATE 
 
Health Champion 
 
The Health Champion reported on Wellman tests and wondered if it was possible to 
expand this. 
  
Children’s Champion 
 
The Children’s Champion reported on the Fun, Fit, Feed project which took place in 
the summer holidays.  She remarked on her voyage with the Sea Cadets.  The 
Children’s Champion had visited Overend House and praised the exceptional staff 
who had such a passion for the children.  She remarked on the Corporate Parenting 
role and hoped for a wider partnership with Cumberland Council. 
 
Dementia Champion 
 
The Chair informed members there would be a report to the Local Committee in 
November.  
 
39 VERBAL UPDATE FROM MEMBERS ON OUTSIDE BODIES/EXTERNAL 

COMMITTEES 
 
The Chair advised that he had resigned as the CALC representative on the Mid 
Copeland Community Partnership. 
 
40 NUCLEAR ISSUES 
 
Mr D Southward, the Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Property 
updated the Committee on nuclear issues.  The Cabinet Member advised on small 
modular reactors (SMRs), the STEP project and concluded on the geological 
disposal facility (GDF).   
 
41 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next Local Committee was to be held on 22 November 2022 at 
10.15 am at Cleator Moor Civic Hall.  The Chair proposed that the remaining future 
meetings of Copeland Local Committee be held at Cleator Moor Civic Hall. 
 
 

The meeting ended at 12.50 pm
  

 
 

 


